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Brief

Design for London and the Lee Valley Regional Park 
Authority have commissioned Witherford Watson 
Mann to undertake landscape design work relating 
to Walthamstow Marshes, Leyton, London. This work 
looks to firstly place Walthamstow Marshes in the 
context of the existing and ongoing studies into the 
larger network of the Upper and Lower Lea Valley and 
subsequently, through detailed analysis of existing 
character and existing networks, form proposals 
of improvements to key junctions, connections and 
moments within the study area.

The Marshes are the focus for a range of initiatives 
and opportunities being promoted by partner 
organisations. A number of these are associated with 
the development of the Olympic Park to the south, but 
others are in response to local development interest 
and pressure. Each of these initiatives has the 
potential to impact on the Marshes, and the Authority 
is seeking to ensure that all such initiatives can be 
brought together into a coordinated approach that 
will maximise the collective benefit for the area.  

There is growing recognition that an attractive and 
high quality network of functional green and blue 
spaces (building on the existing well used networks) 
can act as a catalyst for social, economic and 
physical regeneration, raise value and attract inward 
investment. 

Isolated Projects  - Black Path, Ice Centre Entrance and High Bridge

The quality of the existing landscape design and 
visitor infrastructure across the Marshes is generally 
good, although it is recognised that there is scope 
for enhancement of the current offer through the 
coordination of the ongoing site management, a 
programme of asset renewal and the development of 
new infrastructure.

Easy access to a high quality environment can 
significantly improve the quality of life and sense 
of well being of the people who live, work and visit 
the area. Improved parklands and waterways are 
therefore crucial to the success  the Walthamstow 
Marshes project as part of the wider network of the 
Upper and Lower Lea Valley.

The first part of the study sets out a landscape 
strategy for the area. The second part comprises 
detailed proposals for Lea Bridge Road, High Bridge, 
and path types which are being considered for 
implementation.

This study sits between strategy and 
detail, between the long and short term: 
linking current expenditure to the ambitions 
emerging from the Olympic park to the 
south, from new developments at Tottenham 
Hale and Blackhorse Road, and to the 
aspirations and values of the existing 
residents and users.

Black Path

Ice Centre Entrance

High Bridge
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  ..

Walthamstow Marshes, like much of the Lea Valley, 
is treasured by a number of loyal users, its specialist 
facilities attract focused users - and some local 
residents and children do not even know it is here.

It is a place to escape from the city, partly because 
it is hidden, detached from the fabric of city life. Its 
magic is that of the city edge landscape: As Victor 
Hugo described the edge of Paris, it is a ‘Bastard 
countryside...an amphibian...End of trees, beginning 
of roofs, end of grass, beginning of paving stones, end 
of ploughed fields, beginning of shops, the end of the 
beaten track, the beginning of the passions, the end 
of the murmur of things divine, the beginning of the 
noise of humankind.’ But could it be less detached, 
more connected, more welcoming, without losing this 
character of retreat?

The landscape as a whole is full of confusing clues. 
Enjoyably confusing. Interesting but offputting:
- Paths that stop and start; or which are dominated by 
traffic or never quite escape it.
- Boundaries of pallisade fencing 
- Bridges which are enclosed and feel unsafe 

Our landscape characterisation tries to unpick the 
origins of the many varying pockets; our proposals 
try to expand on these characteristics, while taking 
pleasure in the easy transitions and abrupt changes 
that are part of this landscape.

Bridge to Marsh lane
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A ‘Bastard Countryside’

Middlesex Filter Beds - Nature Reserve Path adjacent to golf course enclosed by fencing
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We have listened to what users and local people 
have told us about the qualities and shortcomings 
of the area,  through thirty interviews undertaken 
within the valley and in neighbouring urban areas.  
These views support many of the conclusions of the 
consultants’ analysis.

getting away from the city
“I live a country lifestyle in the middle of the city and 
this is a really interesting place because I’d call it an 
urban wild. ”

“ It’s quite a relaxing area ... It’s a wonderful place…
picking blackberries, you know what I mean, picking 
them with kids”

“...for me what is really important is to have as much 
grass as possible, grass paths, that are as long 
as possible so I feel immersed in the marshland, 
whatever. ... I really want things to stay as wild as 
possible. “

a social space
“...that boating to me is beautiful to see that 
happening and I’d love to be part of it, but I’m old, too 
old to start working it…you’ve got the rowing club. I 
stopped here and everybody was getting out of the 
river… I was having a cup of tea, and you feel part of 
it, just watching it.”  

“See, everyone [on the river] knows each other.  I do 
like to say hello to people and it’s part of the…about 
being on the waterways. We make it safer in a way…
because we’re here”

not adding up?
One of the problems I think is that all these different 
groups look after different areas of it...I walk 
through Millfields, Middlesex Filter Beds, Leyton 
Marshes, Walthamstow Marshes, sometimes I go 
to Springfield Park as well. Now all of these areas 
connect, and there are a lot of us that are walking in 
all those places but  the bodies and the powers that 
be don’t take into account that we are all walking 
through…to us it’s just one huge open space.”

interviews by Olivia Tusinski

hard to find your way
“You have to know where you’re going…I often meet 
Ramblers who have very complex maps who can’t 
necessarily work out where they are.  It’s confusing 
because you’ve got the Lee and the Lea navigation – 
that’s a very easy place to get muddled- where you’re 
going- if you’re following the waterways... People are 
often asking me, ‘Can you tell me how to get here?’”

do people know it’s there?
“We have done some work with school groups and 
they go home  and tell mom and dad…and their mom 
and dad come in and say “I’ve lived here for ten years 
and I never knew there was a river here...” because 
they’d not actually ventured into the park”

ambivalence about change
“ if people get to know the southern end of the 
LeaValley with the Olympics, they’re more likely to 
come up to this end I would think...Would that be a 
good thing? Well, yes and no.  Yes from the point of 
view of getting interest in the area and if people visit 
there’s more investment and they take better care of 
it and develop it, and no because it’s nice not to have 
too many people.”
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What some users think
photographs by Philipp Ebeling
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Landscape Characterisation

It is important to recognise that with the Wathamstow 
Marshes area as with the Upper Lee Valley a whole, 
we are not starting with a blank sheet on which an 
abstract vision can be imposed, quite the opposite: 
the valley is made up of a number of highly specific 
landscapes. These range from vestiges of ancient 
landscapes, such as Walthamstow Marshes, to 
engineering on a grand scale, as the reservoirs and 
flood relief channel. Water is not just water, it is still 
or flowing, clean or contaminated, with naturalised 
or engineered edges.

This specificity will resist any attempt to impose an 
abstract or simplistic model onto the open spaces 
and water of the valley. What works in one place 
can not be assumed to work elsewhere - because of 
different topographic conditions, access, character, 
health and safety constraints.

This means not trying to force an artificial unity 
onto the valley. What is required is a vision which 
works with a realistic and discerning assessment 
of the diverse conditions that are there, and shapes 
a future that evolves from the strange, engaging 
qualities already present in the Lee Valley. In short, 
the challenge is to make best use of the existing 
assets. 

We have represented the diverse quality of the valley 
through four characteristics or character areas. Our 
analysis, summarised below, is derived both from 
map-based analysis and from observations made 
during extensive site visits across the area. 

‘Wild’ landscape of Wathamstow Marshes and the 
Lea Back River

‘Man Made Wild’ landscape of resevoirs, aquaduct 
and filter beds

‘Civil and Leisure’ landscape comprising playing 
fields, sports venues, parks and the major cause-
ways crossings the valley

‘Utilitarian’ landscape comprising water infrastruc-
ture, power, railways and industrial areas

We have associated each project to one of the four 
character areas and defined material , planting and 
path palettes for each of the areas.  
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wild landscape man-made wild

It is questionable whether any of the valley can be described as truly ‘wild’ 
yet Walthamstow Marshes and sections of Lea back-river retain their natural 
qualities, reflected in their significant wildlife value and status. Copper Mill 
stream, Dagenham Brooke, the Oxbow adjacent to Lea Bridge Road, and the Lea 
Back River are also part of  the valley floor and retain some of its natural qualities 
and plant species.

The ‘Man-made wild’ landscapes of the Victorian era reservoirs, aquaduct, filter 
beds and early C20th filled ground at Walthamstow the have become overgrown 
and have now developed very similar qualities in terms of habitat value, with their 
scrub woodland, grassland and wetland fringe habitats, laid over the old man 
made structures. The Lea Navigation was canalised in C19th transforming  the old 
River Lea but it still retains the meandering line of the old river.
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civil and leisure landscapeutilitarian landscape 

Between a ‘Wild’ and a Leisure Landscape

Infrastructure sites in the centre of the valley and industrial areas along its edges 
are a significant presence, with steel palisade fencing ever present, and planting 
where it exists lacking in distinctive local character. These are the uses that are 
most impermeable: despite the presence of internal service and access roads, 
public routes are often forced to make a long detour around these sites. The railway 
embankments and the flood relief channel similarly form barriers particularly from 
the eastern side of the valley.

Leisure uses are generally self-contained and internalised in conception, and 
correspondingly do not always add up to more than the sum of their parts. The 
cluster of watersports uses around Springfield Park, and their relation to other 
sports and park uses, and to the cafes and pubs, is a successful exception. 
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Landscape Design Principles

The landscape design principles set out here are 
intended to support the ambition of a ‘balanced mix’ 
of uses within the Waltamstow Marshes area with 
practical recommendations on design approaches 
for different uses and characters. These look to 
build on the recommendations set out in the Upper 
Lee Valley Landscape Strategy which seeks to draw 
together the fragmentary parts of the area together 
in terms of a more consistent palette of materials, 
treatments and species that bring the ‘Natural 
Signature’ of the Upper Lee Valley to the fore.  

The broader aims follow on from elements of the 
vision:

- to sensitively socialise/civilise the landscape, 
make it welcoming and feel safe to visit, without 
destroying habitat or unique qualities

- conversely, to retain areas where one can still feel 
‘lost’, and where wildlife can remain undisturbed

- to promote valley-wide views and the opportunity 
to experience the topography – and to extend the 
valley’s natural characteristics and signature into 
the surrounding urban areas

- to reduce the preponderance of security fencing, 
inappropriate signage and furniture, which give 
mixed messages and add to confusion, and develop 
an appropriate and robust design language

- to enhance the quality and range of wildlife 
habitats 

- to make tangible the unique history of the Lea 
Valley

- to promote edible planting and cultivation

The valley is a rich tapestry of differing land uses 
each of which presents a specific array of qualities 
and challenges. The Upper Lee Valley has therefore 
been subdivided here into a range of sub-areas 
with specific landscape characteristics associated 
with their natural or historical development and 
their current use. For each of these areas subtle 
differences in design have been proposed to assist 
in deciphering this rich and diverse landscape.

The principles set out here inform the projects 
scoped in second half of this study.  
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1 Lammas Land to Back River 
1b New path along northern bank of Back River
1c Intensify natural habitat to north bank of Back River
1e New bridge across Back River 

11  Leyton Marshes
11a Local scrape to west side of Leyton Marshes, to allow 
 planting of Willows or Black Poplars along river. 
 Restoration of Ox-bow
11b Adjust line of grass path to edge of made ground, 
 define grass path at marsh level.
11c Local scrape to east side of Leyton Marshes, to extend 
 marsh habitat
11d Reform shallow stepped access to Acqueduct path

14 Walthamstow Marshes 
14a Scrape, intensify habitats  to boundary ditch between 
 north and south marsh.
14b New boardwalk underneath railway arch along boundary 
 ditch with viewing platform. Clear scrub through arches.
14c Extend boardwalk through reeds and into railway triangle
14d Negotiate access with Network Rail, LVRPA to manage 
 together with railway triangle.

17  Spring Hill - Coppermill Lane
17c Move fence line back to base of reservoir bund, behind 
 Coppermill Stream
17d New path along base of reservoir, crossing over 
 Coppermill Stream
17g Intensify natural wetland habitat 

Alder Carr

Mown path Gravel path/ track, sourced from 
local gravel quarry (Colne Brook 

Boardwalk

White Willow PollardBlack Poplar

Planting

Path network

Walthamstow north and south marsh offers a special 
place in the city – a place of seclusion and wildlife., 
protected by its SSSI status. The challenge for this 
area is to allow a wider section of the community 
to enjoy these areas without destroying the very 
qualities that are valued. Therefore there must 
always be a place for scrubland, thicket, nesting, 
quietness, darkness and seclusion. 

A basis for managing these areas is provided by the 
Lee Valley Regional Park Authority’s management 

plans for Walthamstow Marshes – a sensitive 
balance of habitat improvement, conservation (of 
grassland, scrub, wood and wetland) and public 
access. The possiblity of increasing the water level 
within the marshes ia being investigated with the 
Environment Agency. 

Three minor interventions are proposed within the 
SSSI. These all lie along the line of the old swale line 
between the north and south marsh; scrub clearance 
to open up the Avro arches, clearance of the old 

swale at each end and extension of the boardwalk. 

The Copper Mill stream, Dagenham Brook, the 
Oxbow adjacant to Lea Bridge Road, and the Lea 
Back River are also part of  the valley floor and retain 
some of its natural qualities. It is porposed that 
these areas are restored.

The proposed path and planting types follow the 
existing.
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‘Wild’ landscape

Lea Brid
ge Road

Leyton Marshes

Back River

River Lea

1.e

1.c

1.b

11.a

11.b 11.c

17.d
17.c

14.d

14.c

14.b

14.a

17.g

Waterworks 
Centre

Ice Rink

Equestrian 
Centre

Millfields
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1 Lammas Land to Back River 
1d New gravel path connecting Lea Bridge Road to 
 Hackney Marshes.
1f Path to east of pitch and putt, new gravel surface. 
   
2 Aqueduct path to Hackney Marshes 
2b Additional entrance to Waterworks Centre nature reserve.
2c Reconfigured entrance to Middlesex Filter Beds beside 
 new bridge.
2e Landscape area between two nature reserves if Thames 
 Water land becomes available for park.

4   Sandy Lane
4a Direct path linking to Sandy Lane, reconfiguring Ice 
 Centre car park, extend existing line of trees
4b New entrance control to Leyton Marsh with free 
 pedestrian and cycle access 

6  Aqueduct Path
6b Shrub clearance around Lea Bridge Road entrances

7  Bridleway
7a New bridleway along FRC

9 Grass path along FRC 
9a Create new path running on top of existing earth 
 Mounds, connect to Lea Bridge Road.
9b Fill in gap in mound to enable path to run along top. 
 New access steps.
9c New 4m wide grass path along west of FRC
   
10 Parish boundary 
10a Relocate fenceline to north, creating a 10m wide 
 passage with a mown grass path on the parish boundary.
   
15 Low Hall Playing Fields 
15a Intensify naturalisation of playing field edge; planting 
 of white poplars and willow hedgerow.
15b New gravel path from Low Hall playing fields.
15c New gravel path along FRC linking  to Elmfield Road.
   
17  Spring Hill - Coppermill Lane
17b  Clearance of existing shrubbery at narrow point
17f Reprofile edge of Coppermill Meadows, relocate 
 Thames Water car park

Edible landscape Goat Willow Downy Birch

Mown path Gravel path/ track, sourced from 
local gravel quarry (Colne Brook) 

The ‘Man-made wild’ landscapes of the Victorian 
era reservoirs to the north,  the old aquaduct, filter 
beds and early C20th filled ground at Walthamstow 
have become overgrown and have now developed 
significant habitat value, with their scrub woodland, 
grassland and wetland fringe habitats. 

It is proposed that the habitat creation is extended 
where possible to create an extensive network of wild 
spaces within the valley. Planting would comprise 
hawthorn, Blackthorn, Goat Willow, Downey Birch, 

and edible shrubs.

The wildlife potential of old infrastructure sites is 
clearly exemplified by the Middlesex and Essex filter 
beds, yet their nature reserve status has resulted 
in these being segregated visually and provided 
with limited access. Provision of discrete public 
viewpoints across such sites, and a more porous 
boundary, would be desirable.

Paths would be mown grass or gravel.

Hawthorn and Blackthorn

Planting

Path network
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‘Man-made wild’

4.a

2.c

6.b

7.a

Waterworks 
Centre

Ice Rink

Equestrian 
Centre

Millfields

2.b

1.f1.d

2.e

4.b

9.b

9.c

9.a

10.a

17.f

17.b

16.a

15.b

15.a

Lea Brid
ge Road

Leyton Marshes

Back River

River Lea
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Path surface

Other

Sealed path proposed

Boardwalk proposed

Boardwalk existing

Grass new/ improved

Grass existing

Gravel proposed

Gravel existing

Wood chip proposed

Pavement / path other surface

Bridge / ramped access
proposed

Bridge / ramped access
existing

Watercourse

Unsealed path network - existing and proposed
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A wild and semi-wild network of grass, gravel and brick paths provide an escape from the city
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1 Lammas Land to Back River 
1g Ramped access to both sides of railway bridge.
1h Clear and widen entrance to bridge, create clear  
 sightlines.
   
2 Aqueduct path to Hackney Marshes 
2a New bridge across Back River at end of Aqueduct path.
2d Excavate and expose foundations of old pump houses.

5  Black Path
5f New access ramps to existing bridge.

6  Aqueduct Path
6a Straight path along line of Aqueduct, pave in clay pavers
6c Improve connections to Lea Bridge Road
6d New, direct connections to Lea Bridge Road foot 
 and cycle paths and crossing

9 Grass path along FRC 
9c Structure planting along west of FRC, 

12 Clapton Towpath 
12a Tow path Millfields Weir to Leyton Marshes. Repave 
 path with clay pavers.
12b Maintain and improve gravel towpath from Horseshoe 
 Bridge to Kings Head Bridge
12c New ramp to Leyton Marsh from bridge.

13 Path to west of RLN 
13a Between Millfields and Springlfield Park.Repave path 
 using clay pavers (distinquish from tow path), Reorganise 
 fencing to parks.

15 Low Hall Playing Fields 
15b New gravel path from Low Hall playing fields, and  
 improvement to underpass.
   
16  Thames Water Coppermill  Works
16a Tree planting to edges of Thames Water works - Willows
16b  Tree planting to edges of Thames Water works - Willows
16c Tree planting  - Planes along Coppermill Lane

17  Spring Hill - Coppermill Lane
17a  Spring Bridge access improvements
17e Lowering of Cattle Creep by 0.5m, extension of ramps

Fence and climbing 
plant

Meadow fringe to industrial area

Paths and Boundaries

White Poplar structure 
planting

Structure Planting

The impact of infrastructure and industry upon the valley 
has created some of the most dramatic – and problematic 
– landscapes to be encountered. Railways, highways, water 
works, industry and power networks are omnipresent. 
Landscape treatments should seek both to mitigate their 
negative impact while accentuating and accessing their 
drama, elevation, habitat potential, historical significance 
and contemporary relevance. 

Structure planting of birch or white poplars is proposed 
along the flood relief channel marking the threshold into the 

valley from the east. Proposed paths along this threshold  
would significantly improve the access into the valley from 
Waltamstow.

Softening of boundaries to the infrastructure sites and 
railways is proposed with emphasis on hedgerows and 
climbing plants.

Throughout the valley the interpretation of industry 
and infrastructure can be a great draw: information 
about what goes on in the sites, examples of kit such 

an an old pump or valve station. The ‘water story’, 
from source to reservoir to filter beds, has enormous 
potential. 

New paths in clay pavers are proposed for the line 
of the old aqueduct and the tow path on the Lea 
Navigation. 

Linear structure planting in Emscher 
Park

Birch planting underneath 
powerlines

Clay paver tow path and aqueduct 
path
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Utilitarian landscape

Lea Brid
ge Road

Leyton Marshes

Back River

River Lea

Waterworks 
Centre

Ice Rink

Equestrian 
Centre

Millfields
2.a

1.h

1.g

2.d

5.f

6.c

6.d

13.a

12.a

12.b

17.e

17.a

16.c

15.b

9.c
6.a

12.c

16.b

16.a



Walthamstow Marshes Landscape Design Framework   I   witherford watson mann architects24

Plane trees to the Black path be-
tween St James and Millfields Park

Swale as boundary to causeway 
paths 

Linear tree planting with high canopies 
along causeways crossing valley

Mown path, with long grass fringesTarmac path for major crossings of 
the valley

Causeway Planting

Path network

Springfield Park and Millfields are important open 
spaces in their own right,. However many others 
serve a purely recreational function without 
contributing to the landscape in an aesthetic or 
ecological sense, often bleak fields where the space 
tends to leak out in all directions. The intention here 
is to surround these spaces with belts or lines of tall 
trees, to create ‘landscape rooms’ to enhance their 
presence and character. 

Park management regimes would be encouraged 
to enable greater diversity of wildlife habitat and 
opportunities for natural play. Sports pitches should 
be addressed – with many large open areas being 
used only on weekend afternoons there is scope to 
provide improved more intensive facilities freeing 
space for alternative recreational and productive 
land uses and wildlife areas. Potential redesign of 
the golf course would provide the opportunity for 
additional planting, and greater contribution to the 
valley landscape. 

The three main crossings have been characterised 
as causeways, slightly raised from the adjacent 
ground similar to the lea bridge Road as it passed 
through Millfields Park. It is proosed that these 
crossings: Copper Mill Lane, the Black Path and 
Lea Bridge road have swales linnig their edges, and 
planted with lines of urban trees such as planes. 
Tarmac would be used for these paths. 

It is proposed that the Black Path is adjusted where 
is passes through the valley to its old line.

1 Lammas Land to Back River 
1j Tree planting, and planted ball screens to accompany 
 possible future rearrangement of golf course
   
3  Lea Bridge Road
3a Foot and Cycle paths set away consistently from 
 road edge, drainage swale, clearance of shrubs, new 
 crossings.
3b New drainage swale 
3c New secondary bridges supporting separate foot  
 and cycle paths.
3e Riding centre paddocks extended to footpath edge.
  
5  Black Path
5a New path to Millfields, connecting bridge to original
 line of the black path.
5b New access ramps to both sides of existing bridge.
5c New bridge over Back River.
5d  Black Path through Thames Water site: subject to 
 development of site
5e  Reform Black Path across Riding Centre paddocks 
 and Ice Centre overflow car park: new paddock 
 boundaries, revised overflow car park footprint,   
 path lined with Plane trees.
5g Tree planting along Black Path, reinforce industrial 

8 East-west path to south paddocks 
8a Redesign existing path with gravel surface,   
 relocated paddock fenceline 2m away from path.

15 Low Hall Playing Fields 
15d New gravel path along southern edge of playing
 field, include meadow strip.
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Urban and Leisure landscape

Lea Brid
ge Road

Leyton Marshes

Back River

River Lea

Waterworks 
Centre

Ice Rink

Equestrian 
Centre

Millfields

3.a

5.a

5.b

5.c

5.d

5.e

8.a

3.b

1.j

3.c

3.d

5.g

15.d



Walthamstow Marshes Landscape Design Framework   I   witherford watson mann architects26

Other

Path surface

Clay pavers proposed

Black top proposed

Black top existing

Pavement / path other surface

Bridge / ramped access
proposed

Bridge / ramped access
existing

Watercourse

Sealed path network - existing and proposed
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Copper Mill Lane

Three tree lined tarmac causeways cross the valley, linking the urban areas on either side 

The Black Path

Lea Bridge Road

Marsh Lane to Black Path
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NI cycle route proposed

Strategic walk
London ring/ London loop

Watercourse

Pavement/ other path

Strategic walking and cycle paths
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Path usage

Other

Bridleway new/improved

Bridleway existing

Pavement / path other surface

Watercourse

Bridleway network - existing and proposed
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Project schedule - Lea Bridge Road
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3.a

4.a

2.c

5.a

5.b

5.c

5.d

5.e

6.a

6.b

7.a

8.a

Waterworks 
Centre

Lea Brid
ge Road

Leyton Marshes

Thames Water site

Ice Rink

Equestrian 
Centre

Back River

River Lea

Millfields

Black Path

3.b

2.b

2.a

1.j

1.h

1.g

1.f

1.e

1.d

1.c

1.b

1.a

2.e

2.d

4.b

2.d

3.c

3.d

5.f

5.g

6.c

6.d

9.b

9.c

9.a

10.a

11.a
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Project schedule - Copper Mill Lane
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17.f

17.e17.d

17.c
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Detailed Proposals
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17

14 
9 

6

3 

17 Copper Mill Stream - Riparian planting and management

14 Railway Triangle - Boundary ditch between north and south marsh managed and scraped

Sections

5

5

4 

10 

6 Aquaduct path - new path of clay pavoirs
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9 Flood Relief Channel - grass path, new bridleway and structure planting

10 Parish Boundary path - fence adjusted to allow mown grass path along boundary

3 Lea Bridge Road - grass verge and swales, new pedestrian and cycle paths set back from road

5 Existing Black Path through Argyll Industrial Estate - new landscaping and structure planting

5 Black Path adjusted to old line through Riding Centre - new path and swale

4 Sandy Lane Entrance to Leyton Marshes - Gravel track extended to road with new structure planting
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Path Details



39Walthamstow Marshes Landscape Design Framework   I   witherford watson mann architects

1

2
3

4

Boardwalk

1 Non-slip Decking boards laid perpendicular
to direction of boardwalk.

1

Example: Deckor timber (treated Southern Pine)
www.deckortimber.co.uk

Example: Ecochoice Safe Grip Decking (Ekki)
www.ecochoice.co.uk

2 Joists, 100x50mm at 500mm ctrs; FSC certified oak.
3 Bearers, 125x50mm at 1500mm ctrs; FSC certified oak.

4 Boardwalk supported on timber piles to minimise
disturbance to ground surface.

1500

Toptrec

Example:
Tarmac 'Toptrec' recycled path material, 20mm to dust
www.tarmac.co.uk

3000

1

2

3

4

1

150mm Granular Fill sub base Type 1.2

Capping material subject to CBR.3
38x250mm tanalised softwood edging, kerfed to curves.4

75mm surface course: 'Toptrec' recycled aggregate.

(recycled path material)

.

5

Brick Path

1 Clay paving bricks laid stretcher bond with header trims.

Examples: Ketley Clay Pavers
Staffordshire Diamond Chequered (Blue/Brown)
Staffordshire Brown Brindle
www.ketley-brick.co.uk

2 30mm cement:sand bed 1:3 mix.
3 100mm GEN 1 concrete base.
4 100mm Granular Fill sub base Type 1.
5 100mm Haunching.

3600

1

2222222
3333
444
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Thames Water site

3 Lea Bridge Road

5 Black Path

6 Aqueduct Path

4 Sandy Lane

9 Flood Relief 
Channel

10 Parish boundary

7 Bridleway

8 Path

Lea Bridge Road and Black Path - Detailed Proposals

3  Lea Bridge Road
3a Foot and Cycle paths set away consistently from 
 road edge, drainage swale, clearance of shrubs, new 
 crossings.
3b New drainage swale 
3c New secondary bridges supporting separate foot  
 and cycle paths.
3e Riding centre paddocks extended to footpath edge.
  
4   Sandy Lane
4a Direct path linking to Sandy Lane, reconfiguring Ice 
 Centre car park, extend existing line of trees
4b New entrance control to Leyton Marsh with free 

pedestrian and cycle access 

5  Black Path
5a New path to Millfields, connecting bridge to original

line of the black path.
5b New access ramps to both sides of existing bridge.
5c New bridge over Back River.
5d  Black Path through Thames Water site: subject to 
 development of site
5e  Reform Black Path across Riding Centre paddocks 
 and Ice Centre overflow car park: new paddock 
 boundaries, revised overflow car park footprint, path 
 lined with Plane trees.
5f New access ramps to existing bridge.
5g Tree planting along Black Path, reinforce industrial 

premises boundaries with hedgerows.”

6  Aqueduct Path
6a Straight path along line of Aqueduct, pave in clay pavers
6b Shrub clearance around Lea Bridge Road entrances
6c Improve connections to Lea Bridge Road foot 
 With clear views.
6d New, direct connections to Lea Bridge Road foot 
 and cycle paths and crossing

7  Bridleway
7a New bridleway along FRC

8 East-west path to south paddocks 
8a Redesign existing path with gravel surface, relocated 

paddock fenceline 2m away from path.
  
9 Grass path along FRC 
9a Create new path running on top of existing earth 

Mounds, connect to Lea Bridge Road.
9b Fill in gap in mound to enable path to run along top. 

New access steps.
9c New 4m wide grass path along west of FRC
   
10 Parish boundary 
10a Relocate fenceline to north, creating a 10m wide 

passage with a mown grass path on the parish boundary.
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3.a

4.a

5.d

5.e

6.a

6.b

7.a

8.a

Waterworks 
Centre

Leyton Marshes

Thames Water site

Ice Rink

Equestrian 
Centre

Millfields

Black Path

3.b

4.b

3.c

3.d

5.f

5.g

6.c

6.d

9.b

9.c

9.a

10.a

Lea Bridge Road

Lea River
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Photograph from Spring Hill

Photograph from Marina Entrance

High Bridge - Access Proposals

View from Spring Hill

View from Marina Entrance

Model - View from Spring Hill

Model - View from Marina Entrance
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High Bridge - Preferred new ramp optionHigh Bridge Existing

The proposals for providing disabled and cycle access over High Bridge have 
been investigated and the above proposals selected as the preferred option, fol-
lowing consultation with LBWF and LBH and LVRPA. Agreement to these pro-
posals is required from LVRPA prior to outline proposals being prepared. 


